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The Lord is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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April News from the Secretary. . .

Over the course of the last month, work has been going on behind

to scenes to continue building the church. Things have been on

a plateau for a while, and the lingering details of dealing with my

| ate mot her s estat e | edndphysieal q L
energy. As a result, my administration of TPEC has admitedly

be left wanting for a few months. But watching the brief video
recording my cousins made oft he 1 nt er ment o f
ashesin the family grave in the Netherl ands
needed. Closure after death can be &urious and strange thing. But | am grateful to be
running on all cylinders once again, so to speak.

Now then & after about aungxpeated clrangds, vee ark a |
finally moving forward with Incorporation. The necessary paperwork is being mailed to

our bishops - who will be the initial corporation officers 1 for their signatures: Rt. Rev.
Michael Sherbert, President; Rt. Rev. Rick Ward-Harder, Vice-President; Rt. Rev.
Thurlow Weed, Secretary/Treasurer. The Incorporation will be f iled in Arkansas, since
the stateds filing requirements are si mpl e
structure of TPEC.

Once the Incorporation is in place, we will move forward with formal application for
501(c)(3) status.

+++ 4+ 4

We have also renewed our membership for 2018 in the International Council of
Community Churches.

+++  H++ 4

In March, the Council of Bishops met, and unanimously relected Rt. Rev. Thurlow Weed
to serve a second term as Secretary General, this term exping in 2021.

+++ +++ -+

This Fall., Bi shop Michael Sherbertods tern
announced his decision to step down. In my initial discussions with Michael when he
shared his intention, successors were discussed, but alsdhe possibility of adapting the
model of the Anglican Province of New Zealand. That Province of the Anglican
Communion is divided into three cultural areas ( tikanga ), which in many ways compare

with our structure of affinity dioceses.



THE NEW EPISTLE 04/01/2018

(Secret argooty3 Desk,

Each of the Provinceds tikanga are heade
Bishops together govern the entire Province as CePresiding Bishops. There is no single
Achief Dbishop. o

Upon reflection, The Progressive Episcopal Church has been lagely operating on a
comparable model for the last several years, almost since its inception in fact. Our
dioceses are by affinity, which reasonably equates to the concept of the Polynesian
tikanga . Further, our dioceses are largely autonomousi as are the tikanga. And our
diocesan bishops have been meeting as alelectronic and/or telephone] group when
things affecting the Church need to be discussed, anl are already sharing equally in the
governing of the church.

Of course, in order to adopt this model, it requires changes to our canons. All of our active
clergy havebeen sent aninternal email communication via the Realm system regarding
the changes &revisions to our canons. We are open to input and questions on the changes
to the canons before the Council of Bishops votes in late Spring.

How will the transition work?

Based on the canons of the New Zealand church, there are two ways to go about it) Prior
to his retirement as Presiding Bishop, +Michael can issue an edict establishing the Co
Presiding Bishops; or 2) he is re-elected, and immediately appoints the other diocesan
bishops to serve as CePresiding Bishops. The second option is actually be way the New
Zealand canons specify theappointment of the CoPBs; the first option is a possible
adaptation for TPEC. Option #2 is likely the most appropriate, from the canonical

perspective, and is also consistent with how the revisions to our canons have been drafted

+++  +++ e+

The TPEC website, domain name, and corporate email have been renewed for another
year.

Cc
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Our Lady Mother of Ferguson
and All Those Killed by Gun Violence

This icon combines Mary, a boy caught in the cilosiss of a gun, the

Sacred Heart afesus symbolizing His compassion for the whole world,

and the Christus Victor mark symbolizing His victory over the powers
which hold humankind in bondage: sin, death, and the devil.

Mary, the Goebearer, is always depicted in iconography wearing the
blue of humanity closest to her body and the red of divinity over the
blue.

It combines Maryn the pose referencing Isaiah 7:14, a boy caught in
the crosshairs of a gun, the Sacred Heart of Jesus symbolizing His

- compassion for the whole world, and the Christus Victor mark

. symbolizing His victory over the powers which hold mankind in

. bondage: sindeath, and the deviT.he pose of Mary is called Virgin
Orans (the Orante, the Oranta).

Mary is shown with arms iarans[praying] position. A most popular
form of this style is the fAiLady of the Signo (a.
Mary is shown with arms in orapssition, with Christ enclosed in a dedn her womb. When Christ is shown
in Maryods womb | i ke that, she Ii's known as the fM
|l saiah 7:14, ATherefore the Lord himself shall g
and his name s hal Implicien thisdacbn, teedefore,nsrtha prapketic.p@mise of Emmanuel

-iGod i s with wus. o

Mary is depicted as an Africelamer i can woman, i mplying fA®@odMamsy wal
her son to a violent death and so she gives comfort to those left behind, since death is not the end. Mothers
suffering the loss of their children unexpectedly killed can identify with the same feelings of loss and grief
experienced by Mg.

I n the middle of the icon, within the circle fra
Instead, we see a boy caughtinthectossi r s of a gun. Il nside him we se

The devotion to the Sacred Heéalso known as the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Sacratissimi Cordis lesu in
Latin) is one of the most widely practiced and welh o wn Roman Cat hol i c devotic
physical heart as the representation of His divine love for humanity.

This devotion is predominantly used in the Roman Catholic Church and among sorsaurgi Anglicans and
Lutherans. The devotion is especially concerned with what the Church deems to be the love and compassion
the heart of Christ towards humanity, argld@ng suffering.
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The Sacred Heart is surrounded by a crown of thorns, with further implications of suffering esatskdial
love for all

The hands of the boy aresi® thésptagi sgcposti eci al
Eucharist.

The posture of the boyds hands echo the same pos

The boyds prayi ng hyéonhienemiéspreven prayingifar sisutameptorsa gvénmpraying for
those who killed him.

There is a second circle around the head of the hdyalo, representing a sacred, holy, dedicaig@dod

person. The figure of the infant or child Jesus
clue that the boy with a halo, h@sraised in prayer, about to be executed, hints at Jesus Christ, who usually fill
the centr al part of this icon pose (within Mary?o

Within the victimbébs el bow bends are a 6C6 and a

According to the Christus Victortheoy of t he At onement, Christés dea
held humankind in their dominion. It is a model of the atonement that is dated to the Church Fathers, and it, c
the related ransom theory, was the dominant theory of the Atonémnenthousand years, until Anselm of

Canterbury supplanted it in the West with his Sa
foremost a victory over the powers which hold mankindinbgnela si n, death, and th

This viewof the Early church (Christus Victor) is rooted in the Incarnation and how Christ entered into human
misery and wickedness and thus redeemed it. Aulén argues that the Christus Victor view of the Atonement is
so much a rational systematic theory as & drama, a passion story of God triumphing over the Powers and
liberating humanity from the bondage of sin.

EASTER OCCASIONALLY FALLS ON APRIL 157:
HAIL PILATE! THE TOMB HAS YEAH, YEAH, APRIL FOOLS! | |
BEEN UNSEALED. GUARDS KNoCKED SURELY You CAN Do [

OUT. PLACE IS EMPTY. AND SoME BETTER THAN THAT,

WOMEN SAY HE'S ALIVE!

*
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IN DIVERSITY ‘

THERE IS
BEAUTY AND
THERE IS
STRENGTH

- MAYA ANGELOU

April Awareness

Autism is not a disease or an entity. It is not something that we
must seek out to eradicate. Rather, it is a mode of being, an
umbrella term to describe how one relates (or does not relate) to
the world.

The worldof the autist is often misunderstood, one may see the
person flapping their arms, a

behind this action, we may find it is telling us of something, it is
indicative of how that person feels. It is one of their few ways to

j be able to share their experience.

AUTISM
AWARENESS
MONTH

-- [Rev.] Dr. Dan Edmunds

Often following a storm, the presence gaabow provides optimism
and motivates us to endure through dark times. Similarly, organ,
and tissue donation is the bridge of comfort and hope between on
famil yéds mour ni ngd tarning tragedgintd e r
renewed life. The vibrant Donaléfe rainbow in the National Donate
Life Month artwork rises from stormy clouds, recognizing that it tal
both rain and light to create the gift of a rainbow.

Maya Angeloubés message applie
background or experiences. We aibkv rainbowsd people that
have helped carry us through life and its challenges. In turn, we

also have the opportunity to APRIL IS
through the gift of organ, eye and tissue donation. This April, we NATIONAL
encourage you to reflechdhe lives of those touched by donation a DONATE LIFE
transplantation, and to share its prismatic eff&y.registering to be ’ MONTH

a donor or considering living donation, you can change one ray of Learn more and LIFE]
light into a spectrum of healing and compassion register today.  RegisterMe.org

(Click on the image to go tine DonateLife websitg.

* of suppression. But if we look inwardly and explore the meaning


https://www.donatelife.net/ndlm/

