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NOVEMBER has rolled into December.  For those of 

us in the United States, the end of November was 

marked by a day set aside by President Lincoln in 

1863 as a national holiday of “Thanksgiving and 

Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the 

Heavens.”  Despite the earlier, bloody history of the 

first regular observation of Thanksgiving, it is good 

to give thanks to God for blessings received.   We 

should be mindful that every day is a day of 

thanksgiving.    And this brings us to December. 

 

As many people are aware, Christmas was not 

observed by the early Christians.   The various Winter 

Solstice celebrations of many cultures had a very 

common thread.   As the days begin to grow slowly 

longer, the earth re-awakens with new life.   The 

celebration was about the return of the life-giving sun 

from the darkness of winter.  The ancients knew that 

without the sun, there would be no life on Earth.  The 

Sun was the bringer of Life. 

 

So much of the Christian Christmas traditions come 

to us from the Pagans, even retaining the original 

symbolism.  This speaks of a universal language.   

Green has for millennia been regarded as the colour 

of life; the circle a symbol of eternity.   The 

evergreen, which retains its life and colour even in the 

dead of winter, is a reminder that life is everlasting.   

Christians and Pagans alike celebrate life eternal, and 

give thanks to the Supreme Being who brought it into 

existence. 

 

And that Supreme Being, that Creator, has sent 

special teachers throughout the ages with a particular 

message of love and reconciliation.  For us as 

Christians, that Teacher was Jesus, whose Nativity 

we celebrate on December 25.  As the Sun awakens 

new life on the Earth, so too does the Son (of Man) 

awaken us to new life within ourselves.  And that 

New Life calls us to love one another as our God has 

loved us, and to love our neighbours as ourselves.  To 

seek justice, and to love mercy.   And to walk humbly 

with our God. 

 

As Jesus was born into humility to be the Light of the 

World, may we also allow that Christ-Light to dwell 

within us, and to shine from us as we seek to follow 

His example. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Leadership of the Progressive Episcopal Church 
wishes everyone a blessed Holy Season. 

May we all be bearers of the Light. 
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Evolutions  …..  
 Miscellaneous TPEC news 
 
The TPEC family extends its condolences to Venerable Mother Francesca on the death of her father on 
Thanksgiving morning.   A card has been sent on behalf of the Church. 

A A A 
On November 8, Minister Tommie Spain was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Michael Sherbert.  Photos 
will be posted shortly on the Facebook page as soon as they are available. 

A A A 
The Revs. Sheldon & Amanda Alley have set up a new ministry community called St Martha’s Table.  They are 
still working on developing the website, but the Facebook page is up.   Check out our newest worship community!     
https://www.facebook.com/stmarthastable/ 

A A A 
 
The Diocese of the West welcomes Rev. Dr. Dan Edmunds who comes to us by incardination.  Fr. Edmunds is a 
noted psychotherapist  who is dedicated to drug free relational approaches to help those undergoing extreme 
states of mind (schizophrenia and psychoses, bipolar) as well as aiding autistic and developmentally different 
persons.  Dr. Edmunds pioneered an amazing project where persons who would be typically institutionalized 
and given large amounts of suppressive medication could instead live in the community or with other 
supportive individuals and be supported in a way where barriers between therapist and client are broken 
down. 
 
Rev. Dr. Edmunds has served in the past in ministry and as a chaplain for the elderly and veterans. In 1998, he 
was inducted into the National Honor Society for Theology and Religious Studies and published an article in the 
University of Scranton's Diakonia Journal for Eastern Christian Studies. He was ordained in the Eastern 
Orthodox Church in 1997, later leaving and entering the EADM, a denomination in the Liberal Catholic tradition 
and the Society for Humanistic Potential. 
 
Fr. Edmunds continues in his exceptional ministry amongst those with autism, recognizing them as full and 
complete persons, rather than being people with a “condition” that needs to be treated.  He will be 
establishing a chapel dedicated to St Pádraig (St Patrick). 
 
Fr. Edmunds’ incardination date is November 30, on the Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarthastable/
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From the Office of the General Secretary 
 

As the end of the year approaches, things are quieting down a bit administratively, 
for which I am grateful.  Clergy and church musicians tend to get rather busy this 
time of year, and when one is both clergy and church musician …. Well, you can 
probably guess!!   
 

A lot has happened in our young Church in 2015.   There have been a number of changes in leadership 
as we evolve and settle into our path.  People continue to discover us, and express their gratefulness in 
finding a Christian religious community that welcomes all people to its Table.  We have received several 
new clergy via Incardination, and others have been ordained to the Priesthood.  The church also 
consecrated its first “in-house” bishop, and in the Spring Ven. Mthr. Francesca will be the second when 
she is consecrated as Bishop of the Northeast. 
 
Only one thing remains unresolved at the writing of this newsletter, and that is the cost of church 
administration.  All of these expenses have been paid for by me (the General Secretary) out of my 
personal checking account in order to keep the church going.   Below is the accounting of all expenses as 
of November 30, 2015.  Please consider a year-end gift to TPEC to support the costs of administration.   
Checks may be made out to Rev. Thurlow Weed and mailed to the General Office at 1005 N. Columbus 
St., Lancaster OH 43130.   Support can also be given via PayPal using the identifying address of 
tweed@greenapple.com.  Whatever your means of giving, you will be provided with a receipt. 
 
Blessings & Peace! 
 

 
 

mailto:tweed@greenapple.com
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