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he cover this month is a series of steel plate engravings taken from a 19th century book titled “Bible 

History.” The book itself is in poor condition, with many pages missing, but is one of those random treasures 

one occasionally finds in junk shops.   The engravings are well done and a testament to the engraver’s art.   

The illustrations take us on a journey through Holy Week beginning at the top left with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  

We then proceed to the Mandatum, and the Last Supper.  In the middle row we find Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane.  After his betrayal, he is brought before the High Priest (middle).  On his way to Golgotha he is made 

to carry his own cross.  In the bottom row we find Mary at the foot of the Cross; in the bottom center we find Jesus 

being laid in the tomb.  Finally in the lower right we arrive at the Resurrection. 

 

As Progressive Christians, we celebrate a risen Christ, He who calls us to love one another, and 

reminding us that the Christ within each of us has the power to overcome spiritual death. Jesus calls us 

to experience our own spiritual resurrection, which we gain by following the Great Commandment to 

love one another.   

 

Cc 
 

Ev luti ns  …..  
  
Bishop-elect Rick Ward-Harder 

 
In the first part of February, Bishop Varga put forward to the General Secretary a 
recommendation to elevate Rev. Cn. Rick Ward-Harder to the episcopacy, to serve as 
Suffragan in the Diocese of the West.  After careful and thoughtful consideration, this was 
endorsed and presented to the Council of Bishops for consideration.  A unanimous ballot was 
cast on 27 February in favour.    
 
Canon Rick has been with the Progressive Episcopal Church since its inception as the Diocese 

of the South.  He is a very stable presence within TPEC and has demonstrated superior leadership skills, and 
Spirit continues to work through him to bring God’s love to all people.   As TPEC continues to expand slowly 
westward in the United States, it will also be most helpful to have an episcopal presence in the region.   Canon 
Rick serves as Rector of St Michael the Archangel Parish in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
 
Details for Rick’s consecration will be announced and published when they are known. 
 

 
 

 T 
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With TPEC’s continuing growth, it was inevitable that at some point we might encounter a situation of duly 
ordained clergy with vibrant progressive ministries wishing to affiliate with us, but who were ordained outside 
the Apostolic Succession.   The current process is that such clergy may be received as Licentiate Ministers.  
However, LMs may not consecrate Holy Communion as TPEC clergy, though they may under their other 
affiliation.  This presents a perplexity should we deign to receive affiliation requests from clergy in active 
progressive ministry with valid ordinations but outside the Apostolic Succession; issuing a Ministry License 
would very effectively be a demotion, and that would be contrary to the heart of this Church.  We have also 
become aware of a vibrant progressive community in the southwest that is Anglican-based but proudly 
independent and interdenominational; they do not wish to lose their independence, yet concede that 
affiliation with a larger body such as TPEC might be mutually beneficial. 
 
That we may better welcome such clergy and communities as part of the extended TPEC family, Bishop Weed 

has erected the Personal Ordinariate of St John the Evangelist.  It is loosely based on the 
Roman concept of Personal Ordinariates created for disenfranchised Anglicans.  Clergy within this Ordinariate 
will be considered Affiliate Clergy in Full Communion.  This will allow them to continue their ministry 
unaffected by the restrictions of a Licentiate, yet will allow them the support & fellowship of the TPEC family.  
Communities within this Ordinariate may retain their complete independence, while being regarded as Affiliate 
Communities.   The authority of the Ordinary is limited to pastoral care and support.   Clergy and communities 
will be admitted to the Ordinariate on a case-by-case basis, each being carefully screened and investigated to 
ensure that their ministry and mission is consistent with that of The Progressive Episcopal Church. 
 
As an additional side-branch via the Ordinariate, clergy ordained outside the Apostolic Succession meeting the 
necessary qualifications may be received as “Clergy-in-residence” [in the Diocese of the West] where they will 
actually be considered Diocesan clergy and be under the full authority of the bishop as per the church canons.   
 
The Ordinariate has a website page which includes the Decree of Erection. 
http://www.tpecusa.org/ordinariate-of-st-john-the-evangelist.html 
 
 

 
 

 

From the Office of the General Secretary 
 
 

Please consider a contribution to TPEC to support the costs of administration.  
Administrative expenses for 2015 came to $1088.63. Checks may be made out 
to Rev. Thurlow Weed and mailed to the General Office at 1005 N. Columbus 
St., Lancaster OH 43130.   Support can also be given via PayPal on the “Support” 
page of the website. 
 

  

http://www.tpecusa.org/ordinariate-of-st-john-the-evangelist.html
http://www.tpecusa.org/support.html
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March Birthdays 

 

Rt. Rev. Thurlow Weed   03 

Min. Reg Richburg   07 

Rev. Dan Edmunds   11 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Curlett  19 
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Bishop Metropolitan ++Ronald Thompson,  

OSB, M.Th., D.D. 

 

June 26, 1952 - December 24, 2015 
 

The RITE OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL will be said for His Excellency, Bishop Metropolitan 

++Ronald Thompson, M.Th., D.D., on Friday March 11, 2016 at 1:00 PM at The Arkansas 

State Veterans Cemetery in North Little Rock, AR. 

  
Bishop ++Ron was the former pastor of parishes in Hot Springs, Houston, Bigelow, and Perryville AR as well as St. Francis the 

Lesser in San Antonio, TX. He had served the church for over 23 years as a lay minister, Deacon, Priest, and Bishop. He most 

recently served as Pastor of Everlasting Hills Monastery. 

 Lay Eucharistic Minister in 1993. 

 Oblation at Subiaco on Apr. 17, 1999 

 Novate in 2005 

 Full profession on July 11, 2006 in the Order of St. Benedict, United Reform Catholic Church. 

 Ordained to the Diaconate on Oct. 4, 2006 within the United Reformed Catholic Church. 

 Priestly vows and Ordination on March 6, 2009 at St Joan of Arc in New Orleans, LA within the Progressive Catholic 

Church. 

 Elevated to the honorific of Monsignor on Sept. 29, 2010, due to meritorious service to his parish and the church. 

 Served in the Diocese of the Holy Spirit, the Diocese of the South,  

 Elevated and Consecrated a Bishop of the Church on April 20, 2013,  

 Bishop of the Diocese of the Delta within the Progressive Episcopal Conference. 

 Elected and served for a period of time as the Presiding Bishop of the Progressive Episcopal Church. 

 Named the Bishop Metropolitan of the Americas Old Catholic Church in New Orleans, LA. 

 Rev. Canon Monsignor Rick Ward-Harder, Ph.D., D.Min., of St. Michael The Archangel Parish in Hot Springs, AR will be the 

Celebrant. The St. Michael's Ministers will be assisting. Blessings will be extended in absentia from Bishop +Daniel Varga, 

Diocesan Bishop of the Diocese of the Delta, Bishop ++Michael Sherbert Presiding Bishop of the Progressive Episcopal Church 

and Ordinary of the Diocese of Cumberland and from Bishop + Thurlow Weed, General Secretary of the PEC and Ordinary of 

the Diocese of the West. Services were entrusted to Hardy Funeral Home in Little Rock. 

  

He was born in Ashland, OH on June 26, 1952 to Wallace and Bonnie Thompson. He was Confirmed, Baptized Catholic and 

received his First Communion on the 30th of May, 1992 at St. John's Catholic Church in Hot Springs, AR. 

  

He was preceded in death by his long-term partner, Phillip Grayum. He is survived by his dear friend Sharon Warner Woodell, 

her family, and a host of friends, his extended family of choice as well as a vast number of Deacons and Brother Priests and 

Bishops across the country. Much appreciation is extended to Sharon and her family for their endless care for ++Ron both as a 

friend and during his illness and thereafter. 

  

Memorial Contributions may be made to either your local animal shelter in Bishop ++Ron's name or to St. Michael the 

Archangel Parish in Hot Springs, where Bishop +Ron loved to visit and where his call to priestly ministry began. St. Michaels 

will be dedicating their altar in his memory. To make a memorial contribution to St. Michael the Archangel visit their social 

justice contribution page at https://www.gofundme.com/StMichaels . For each contribution made St. Michaels will say a Mass in 

memory of Bishop ++Ron. 

  

The family and friends will gather at the cemetery at 12:30PM and will make their way in procession to the place of inurnment at 

1:00PM. All of Archbishop ++ Ron's family, parishioners, friends, and the community are encouraged to attend as we pay honor, 

give tribute, and offer respect to the great work he did as a priest, a bishop, a veteran, a community leader, and as a dear friend. 
  

https://www.gofundme.com/StMichaels
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A few thoughts on the political quagmire of 2016. 
 
We are undoubtedly all too painfully aware of the unpleasant state of the political battlefield 
in which the candidates for United States President are engaged.  The stage is filled with 
vitriolic rhetoric and “plans” that often try to bring religion into play, yet those religious 
voices are generally far removed from the teachings of our Master, Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
As a church, we of course cannot endorse any candidate for political office.   We can and do, 
however, encourage you to navigate as best you can what seems to be a minefield, educate 
yourselves as best you can on each candidate, and then vote your conscience. 
 
Every vote counts!!  Both in the primaries as they come around to you, and in the general 
election, let your voice be heard through your vote, and be guided by your conscience.   
 
 


